
2010 marks another major 
milestone in the reduction of HCFC 
refrigerants, which includes the best 
known and most widely used 
refrigerant of the last century, R-22, 
commonly called Freon. Many 
industrialized countries, including the 
United States, are following guidelines 
set forth by the Montréal Protocol to 
reduce chlorine-based refrigerants, 
which are believed to cause global 
warming. Although new evidence 
suggests that HCFC refrigerants such as 
Freon have a minimal impact on global 
warming, the agreement has long since 
been signed and reduction timelines in 
production and use continue to this 
day.  

Beginning in 2010, there are two 
important changes that homeowners 
should be aware of. First, as of January 
1, 2010, equipment manufacturers of 
residential cooling units are no longer 
able to produce Freon bearing units (air 
conditioners and heat pumps). Units 
produced up until the end of 2009 may 
still legally be purchased and installed 
by certified contractors and their 

technicians. Replacement parts will 
remain available for servicing these 
machines for some period of time not 
yet determined (availability will depend 
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on each individual manufacturer and 
their desire to produce replacement 
parts).

Second, in 2010 we will see a drastic 
reduction in the production of new R-22 
refrigerant. The industry is now under a 
10-year window for the production of 
new Freon, which will be banned 
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completely in 2020. Recycled 
refrigerant will be available for use until 
the year 2030. As production cuts are 
made we will see the price of Freon 
continue to rise, as it has done for at 
least the last 5 years.

What does this all mean to you? Most 
importantly, if your air conditioner is 
older and has a history of leaking 
refrigerant, you may want to consider 
replacing it rather than just pumping 
expensive refrigerant into the system 
(and into the environment). With the 
rebates and tax credits available, there 
really hasn't been a better time to 
replace an old unit. If your air 
conditioner or heat pump is fairly new, 
proper maintenance will help to reduce 
the likelihood of expensive failures, 
including developing refrigerant leaks. 
Last but not least, don't fall victim to a 
technician or company who says you 
can't service a Freon bearing unit.  This 
is absolutely not the truth. For further 
information please contact any of our 
helpful and knowledgeable staff at 
846-0434.  
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If you have any comments, questions, 
or suggestions regarding our 
newsletter or any of our products or 
services, we would like to hear from 
you. Please feel free to contact us by 
telephone, fax, or email.

We would like your suggestions

Get more bang for your cooling buck with up to 
$2,500 in state and federal tax credits and rebates 

!

is properly maintained. Research 
shows that, without annual 
maintenance, air conditioners lose a 
substantial amount of efficiency, 
break down more often, and wear out 
a lot faster than they should. To get 
the most out of your investment in a 
new cooling system, treat it to an 
annual clean-and-check. 

! Sign up for our maintenance 
agreement, which guarantees you 
superior, hassle-free service.   

!

Make sure your new air conditioner 

Get your duct work tightened up. 
Studies show that most duct work 
has many leaks (and even gaping 
holes in some cases). Reducing leaks 
by as little as 30% can save as much 
as 15% off your annual air 
conditioning bill, and about 12% off 
your heating bill. Repairing leaks is 
not a do-it-yourself job. Professional 
contractors have the right tools and 
sealants to do the job, and once it’s 
done, we can rebalance the airflow in 
the duct work.  

n February 1, 2010 the 
new State Rebate 
Program, also known as 
IHIP (Indiana Heating & O

Air Conditioning Incentive 
Program), went into effect, giving 
homeowners the chance to save 
up to an additional $500 off 
qualifying heating and cooling 
purchases made while funds last.  
This is in addition to the Federal 
Tax Credit of up to $1500, the 
State Tax Credit of $100, and local 
utility rebates of up to $400. There 
really has never been a better 
opportunity to buy home heating 
and cooling equipment at such a 
reduced cost.

IHIP is part of the American 
Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 
2009.  Each state created its own 
rebate program which 
then had to meet 
approval on 

the Federal level.  6.1 MILLION 
DOLLARS were allocated to the 
program for Hoosiers. Unlike the 
Federal and State Tax Credits, once 
the funds for the IHIP program are 
extinguished, the program is over. 
Current projections on remaining 
funds suggest a timetable of June 
or perhaps July before funds run 
out. Obviously the time to act is 
now.  

Appel Heating & Air Conditioning 
is adding a rebate of up to $500 off 
a qualifying cooling unit (air 
conditioner or heat pump) or up to 
$1000 off a qualifying system 
(heating and cooling unit 
purchased together). In addition, 
some of our manufacturers are 
offering rebate incentives on top of 
all of the programs previously 
mentioned. Please contact Deb in 
our office today to obtain your free 
home heating and cooling cost 
analysis and to see how much you 
can save not only on your utility 
bills but also off a new heating and 
cooling system. Deb can be 
reached at 846-0434, extension 20. 
Don't forget: once the IHIP funds 
run out you've missed your 
opportunity to take advantage of 
this one time only offer.

Squeeze even more 
energy savings out of 
your A/C with these tips     
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